Start Here

Are you at least 18
years of age?

YES

Were you born in
California?

You are not old
enough to request
your own vital
records.

Are you
adopted?

—

YES

You can get
a copy of your own
original birth record
upon request.

Did your adoptive
parents ask that no new
birth record be created?

You will not get
a copy of your own
original birth record
upon request.

Y

Under AB1302, however, you can

"petition" the court for your N

original birth record. Want to try
that?

YE:

It is sent "by certified or

- registered mail, restricted
delivery, and return
receipt requested.”

"The notice shall include a form
on which the birth parent line
may indicate that they

CALIFORNIA

The Bureaucracy of AB1302

Court order delivered
to the State Registrar

California does
not have your birth
certificate.

VES
i -
Did you file a petition in
California superior court to
request your own birth record?
A

Were you adopted

in California?

authorize a copy of the original . 4

and unredacted birth A second "reminder” notice is sent

certificate to be pro\v/v\ded to after "five months or 150 days," again

the adopted person. informing the birth parent listed on

=< the birth record that the adopted
person has requested their own

original and unredacted birth
certificate.

Was the second
notice delivered
and signed for?

A copy of your
own birth record
will not be
released to you.

Did the birthparent
reply to the second
notice?

N

This is called a
"disclosure veto.

Did the birthparent

affirmatively consent to
release the adopted person's
own birth record?

& ==

You will get a birth

record with one

17\&5

Did at the responsive
birthparent affirmatively

The requirements of
the petition are not
specified, nor is the
cost to file one
specified.

It is unclear if you will be
able to petition a California
court for your original birth
certificate throught his bill,
as no superior court has a
court file related to your
adoption.

NO

Has it been five
months since the
notice was sent?

“—VES

You must wait five

months before the

state registrar takes
further action.

You will receive a
copy of your own

\o‘.o )

................... > ° CBPH

California Department of

PublicHealth

And it must be sent by certified

or registered mail, restricted

delivery, return receipt
requested.

Note: this process is slightly different for adoptions finalized after January 1,
2025, though those provisions are generally not applicable until the year 2043,
when all adopted people affected by the bill would be 18 years of age or over.

The State Registrar "shall provide notice to each
birth parent named on the original birth

-# certificate, informing the birth parent or parents -
that the adopted person has requested the
original and unredacted birth certificate."

It must be sent to the "best
available address for each birth
"parent listed on the original
birth certificate."

-

Is your birthparent
dead?

NO

will send a "first
notice” to the
birthparent listed
on the birth record.

Was the first notice
delivered and
signed for?

NO-

Did the birthparent
reply to the notice?

Y

How many parents are listed on
the original birth certificate?

Y

Are both

The State Registrar

N,

"The notice shall include a form
on which the birth parent line
may indicate that they
authorize a copy of the original
and unredacted birth
certificate to be provided to
the adopted person.”

birthparents dead?

| Don't

Know I Don't

> Know
. b
Can the Office of Vital Records

verify the death(s) of
birthparents?

NO

The State Registrar
will send a "first
notice" to both

birthparents listed

on the birth record.

No—

It is sent by certified or
registered mail, restricted
delivery, and return
receipt requested.”

YES

Was the first notice

delivered and

You will receive a VES
copy of your

own original birth

record.

signed for by both
birthparents?

NO

Did one birthparent
reply to the notice?

Did both birthparents
reply to the first notice?

Did the birthparent
affirmatively consent to

release of the adopted
person's own birth record?

NO

A copy of your
own birth record
will not be
released to you.

the |yts YES
?{i_d botth lTirthparer;tts Has it been five
affirmatively consent to ths since th
VES: the release of the NOs months since the

original birth
record.

Did both birthparents
affirmatively consent to
the release of the
adopted person's own
birth record?

Did at least one
birthparent reply to the N
first or second notice?

Did both birthparents

A copy of your
own birth record
will not be
released to you.

first notice was
sent?

adopted person's own
birth record?

YES

"The notice shall include a form
on which the birth parent line
may indicate that they
authorize a copy of the original
and unredacted birth
certificate to be provided to
the adopted person.”

It is sent "by certified or
registered mail, restricted ...
delivery, and return
receipt requested.”

A second "reminder” notice is sent after

“five months or 150 days," again informing

“.a any previously nonresponsive birthparent(s) :
listed on the birth record that the adopted
person has requested their own original and :
unredacted birth certificate. :

YES

reply to the second
notice?

Did both previously
nonresponsive parents fail
to respond to the second

notice?

A copy of your
own birth record

consent to release the
adopted person's own birth
record?

parent's name

redacted.

This is called a
"disclosure veto."

Adoptee Rights Law Center

will not be
released to you.

NO
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